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The U.S. Green Building Council is the nation's foremost coalition of 
leaders from across the building industry working to promote 
buildings that are environmentally responsible, profitable, and 
healthy places to live and work. 

The organization’s purpose is to:

o Integrate building industry sectors

o Lead market transformation

o Educate owners and practitioners



o Define “green” by providing a standard 
for measurement

o Prevent “greenwashing”
(false or exaggerated claims)

o Establish market value with recognizable  
national “brand”

o Raise consumer awareness 

o Reward leaders and promote good models

o Transform the marketplace!





LEED-EB Year Focus

Pilot program 2002 Remodeling

Formally 
launched

2004 Remodeling

Major update Late 2008 O&M

Version 3 Early 2009 O&M



o Sustainable Sites (SS)

o Water Efficiency (WE)

o Energy & Atmosphere (EA)

o Materials & Resources (MR)

o Indoor Environmental Quality (EQ)

o Innovation in Operations (IO)

o Regional Priority (RP)



o Compliance with 
environmental laws

o Been operating for 
12 months

o 12 months of energy 
use data (electricity, 
gas, oil, etc.)

o Typical physical 
occupancy during 
performance period



WE P1: Minimum Indoor Plumbing 
Fixture and Fitting Efficiency

o Based on the date of installation of your 
water fixtures, meet custom LEED-EB 
baseline for your building.



EA P1: Energy Efficiency Best 
Management Practices

o Document the 
Sequence of 
Operations of the 
building.  

o Develop a Building 
Operating Plan, 
Systems Narrative, 
and Preventative 
Maintenance Plan.  

o Conduct an ASHRAE 
Level 1 Energy Audit.



EA P2: Minimum Energy Efficiency 
Performance

o Earn a minimum score of 69 in Energy Star 
Portfolio Manager.

Other compliance pathways 
are available, 
but are more 
difficult.



EA P3: Refrigerant Management, 
Ozone Protection

o Do not use CFC-
based refrigerants in 
HVAC&R base 
building systems 
(unless it is not 
economically 
feasible)

OR 

o Demonstrate that a 
phase-out plan is in 
place



MR P1: Sustainable Purchasing 
Policy

o Develop a policy that 
addresses, at  
minimum, the 
purchasing of 
ongoing 
consumables


