
Moving the Market Through 
Energy Performance Disclosure

The City of Seattle

Powerful Business Conference
June  8, 2011

City of Seattle
Department of Planning and Development



www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions:

� 7% below 1990 levels by 2012

� 30% below 1990 levels by 2024

� 80% below 1990 levels by 2050
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Buildings account for 26% 
of our carbon footprint

Climate Protection Initiative
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Green Building Capital Initiative
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� Improve the energy efficiency of residential and 
commercial buildings
– Improve energy efficiency in existing buildings by 20% 
by 2020

– Improve energy efficiency in new buildings and major 
retrofits consistent with intent of the 2030 Challenge

� Stakeholder process provided feedback on 
policies the City could adopt to meet these goals
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Seattle’s Disclosure Ordinance
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Allow an informed 
market  to drive 
energy efficiency 
improvements

�Benchmarking
�Disclosure
�Annual reporting
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� Benchmarking -> Building Owners
– Establish a baseline of energy performance for each 

property
– Guide energy efficiency investment decisions

� Disclosure -> Affected Parties
� Annual reporting -> City of Seattle
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Benchmarking
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Data based on 2008 BOMA 
Experience Exchange Report
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� Benchmarking -> Building Owners
� Disclosure -> Affected Parties

– Compare performance (and future operating costs) 
between similar properties

– Guide purchasing, leasing and financing decisions

� Annual reporting -> City of Seattle
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Disclosure
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Benefits
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� Benchmarking -> Building Owners
� Disclosure -> Affected Parties
� Annual reporting -> City of Seattle

– Monitor changes in energy use across the entire 
portfolio of buildings in the city

– Identify market sectors with the greatest needs and 
opportunities (guide future policies and incentive 
programs)

– Guide development of future policies and incentive 
programs

9

Reporting
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Process Flow Diagram
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Seattle’s Implementation Schedule

Sector Requirements

Non-Residential � Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager benchmarking data and rating

� Reported through EPA secure server 

Properties  > 50,000 SF
868 Buildings, 155 million SF

� B y Oct 3, 2011 and annually thereafter

Properties 10,000 to 50,000   SF
2,330 Buildings, 49 million SF

� B y Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter

Multi-Family � Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager benchmarking data

� Reported through EPA secure server

Properties With ≥ 5 Units
5,760 Buildings 
93,800 Units

� B y Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter
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Washington State Program

� Public Buildings
� Buildings 10,000 SF+ owned or leased by 

WA government  will be disclosed publicly

� Audits and upgrades for public buildings with 
low ratings

� Private Nonresidential Buildings
� Disclosure upon request, prior to lease, sale 

or financing for buildings 10,000 SF+
� Qualifying utilities must upload energy bills 

into ENERGY STAR  upon customer request. 



Building a better Seattle.

Jayson Antonoff

Energy / Climate Change Policy Advisor
City of Seattle Dept of Planning and Development

jayson.antonoff@seattle.gov

206.386.9791

www.seattle.gov/dpd/EnergyBenchmarking

EnergyBenchmarking@seattle.gov

Questions?
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